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SUMMARY

«Malignant mesothelioma of the pleura in a truck driver». Background: Among the responsibilities of the health
operators in the occupational health and safety services of the local health units in Lombardy (Italy) is the adminis-
tration of standardized questionnaires for the investigation of possible occupational exposure to asbestos fibres in
subjects diagnosed with malignant mesothelioma. Objectives: Tv describe a case of malignant mesothelioma in a
truck driver suspected of being occupationally exposed to asbestos during the course of administration of the ques-
tionnaire. Methods: Analysis of the literature regarding asbestos contamination of truck cabs. Some years ago Ital-
tan authors described a case of asbestosis in a truck-driver and findings of pollution by asbestos fibres in the cabs of
some models of trucks. Results: The subject had worked for more then 30 years as a truck driver operating on long
distances on truck models described in hiterature as contaminated by asbestos fibres. He had not transported materi-
als made of asbestos, and had not carried out maintenance on the trucks, nor had he any non-occupational sources of
exposure to asbestos. Thus the mesothelioma was related to occupational exposure and procedures were initiated for
reporting a suspected occupational disease.



