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SUMMARY

Due to the different compensation schemes, compensated musculoskeletal disorders vary widely between countries. In
Italy, following the Constitutional Court Decision no.179/1988, these disorders were treated as “non-listed” disea-
ses and workers must prove their occupational origin by submitting a compensation claim for musculoskeletal disor-
ders to INAIL. The Italian Workers Compensation Agency (INAIL) supplied guidelines for the management of
these claims. Recently, a new occupational diseases list has been submitted to the Labour Ministry for approval.
This list includes musculoskeletal disorders of the upper limb, back and knee.

RIASSUNTO

«I disturbi muscoloscheletrici lavoro-correlati e la nuova lista delle malattie professionali». A causa dei diversi sis-
temi di indennizzo, i disturbi musculoscheletrici indennizzabili variano molto fra i vari Paesi. In Italia, a seguito
della sentenza della Corte Costituzionale No. 179/1988, tali disturbi sono stati considerati malattie “non tabellate”,
cosicché ai lavoratori spetta l’onere di dimostrarne l’origine professionale mediante presentazione all’INAIL di una
domanda di indennizzo per disturbi muscoloscheletrici. L’INAIL ha fornito linee guide per la gestione di tali
domande. Recentemente, è stata sottoposta per approvazione al Ministero del Lavoro una nuova lista delle malattie
professionali, che comprende i disturbi muscoloscheletrici degli arti superiori, del rachide e del ginocchio.
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INTRODUCTION

In Italy, occupational diseases are listed, as re-
quired by law (Accident at Work and Occupational
Diseases Regulations 1965). The Constitutional
Court Decision no. 179/1988 established that any
work-related ill-health condition can be compensat-
ed if workers can prove the occupational origin of
the disease, even if this is not listed as occupational
in the annexed tables of the Accident at Work and
Occupational Diseases Regulations 1965.

Work related-musculoskeletal disorders are in-

cluded in most European countries’ lists and in the
“Information notice on diagnosis of occupational
diseases” issued by the European Commission on
19th September 2003. In Italy, these disorders are
still considered as “non-listed” diseases.

DATA

The incidence of work-related musculoskeletal
disorders was examined using the data bank of the
Italian Workers Compensation Authority (Technical
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