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SUMMARY

Introduction: Italy was the main European producer of asbestos for most of the 20th century and raw asbestos im-
ports wee also significant until the 1990’s; there was a mean delay of about ten years in the pattern of asbestos con-
sumption in Italy compared with the USA, Australia, UK and Scandinavian countries. Methods: A national sur-
veillance system (ReNaM) was implemented to identify cases of mesothelioma and investigate the modalities of as-
bestos exposure. A register of exposed workers and a database of companies presumably involved in the asbestos ex-
posure problem was also developed. ReNaM has a regional structure and an operative centres (COR) have been es-
tablished in 16 Italian regions. Results: The ReNaM database currently contains more than 5,000 mesothelioma
cases and for 3,500 of these exposure modalities have been defined. Cases of pleural mesothelioma represent 93% of
the total but there were also 334 cases of peritoneal mesothelioma, 15 of the pericardium and 14 of the tunica vagi-
nalis of the testicle. Cases with ascertained exposure are thus distributed: 67.4% occupational exposure (ascertained,
probable, possible), 4.3% domestic, 4.2% environmental and 1.3% hobby-related exposure, totalling 77.2%; 22.8%
had unlikely or unknown exposure. The latency period is very long: on average 43.6 years. The register of asbestos-
exposed workers contains figures on exposed workers notified to ISPESL up to 2004 and refers to the exposure peri-
od 1993-2003. The data registered cover 160 firms and about 700 workers. Conclusions: A national, coordinated
and uniform epidemiological surveillance system of cases of mesothelioma and the definition of asbestos exposure
through active research is extremely important in identifying unexpected contaminating sources. The register of as-
bestos-exposed workers allows risk to be monitored and  protection measures to be implemented.

RIASSUNTO

«Il sistema nazionale di sorveglianza delle malattie da amianto e registro degli esposti». Introduzione: L’Italia è
stata il più importante produttore di amianto dell’Europa occidentale nel corso degli anni ’60, ’70 e ’80 e le impor-
tazioni di amianto risultano consistenti fino in prossimità del bando del 1992. L’andamento del consumo di
amianto nel tempo mostra un ritardo medio di circa 10 anni rispetto ad Australia, Stati Uniti, Regno Unito e
Paesi Scandinavi. Metodi: È stato realizzato un sistema nazionale di sorveglianza per individuare i casi di
mesotelioma e per indagare le modalità di esposizione ad amianto. Inoltre, è stato implementato un registro dei
lavoratori esposti ad amianto e una banca dati di aziende con possibile presenza di amianto. Attualmente i Centri
Operativi (COR) del Registro Nazionale dei Mesoteliomi sono stati istituiti in 16 regioni italiane. Risultati: Sono
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