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SUMMARY

The regulations pertaining to the obligation of continuation of health surveillance of workers formerly exposed to
asbestos are also examined from the point of view of clinical epidemiological usefulness. The outcomes of some types
of campaigns of health surveillance of formerly exposed workers organized by the SSN (National Health Service)
are also examined.

RIASSUNTO

«Il punto di vista delle unità di prevenzione della salute occupazionale». Le normative concernenti l ’obbligo del
proseguimento della sorveglianza sanitaria di lavoratori con pregressa esposizione all’amianto vengono esaminae
anche dal punto di vista dell’utilità clinico-epidemiologica. Vengono discussi i risultati di alcune tipologie di pro-
grammi di sorveglianza sanitaria di lavoratori esposti nel passato organizzati dal SSN.
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LLaa MMeeddiicciinnaa ddeell LLaavvoorroo

The regulations on prevention of asbestos-de-
rived risks and risks due to  carcinogenic agents al-
so provide for the obligation of recording workers’
exposure (art. 35 Legislative Decree 277/91). In
the case where workers’ exposure exceeds the levels
established in Art. 24 of the said decree, i.e.,
greater than 0.1 fibres/ml, a registry must be estab-
lished so that the names of the workers and the
levels of exposure can be registered.

The levels of exposure are to be measured peri-
odically, focussing attention on the concentration
of airborne respirable fibres, using the methodolo-
gy provided in Enclosure V if the levels of exposure
exceed the limit of 0.1 fibres/ml. This obligation
renders the registry and the registration a dynamic
tool which can contain a workers’ full occupational
history.

The Registry reports to National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Prevention (ISPESL) and
the supervisory organ  when initially set up and
every three years on the variations occurring, and
finally when work subject to risk ceases. ISPESL
receives medical and risk records and  individual
reports that are contained in the registry for every
single worker who ceases work subject to risk;
ISPESL also receives all medical and risk records
when a firm’s operations cease.

It must be remembered that even the National
Institute of Health can demand to consult and ex-
amine the registries.

Undoubtedly, the regulation that banned the use
of asbestos, Law 257/92, contributed to establish-
ing the system of preventive obligations for as-
bestos exposure which is, today, predominant in
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