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SUMMARY

One of the greatest problems of European societies is the financial sustainability of social protection systems in Eu-
rope. Together with Japan, Europe has the highest levels of ageing population in the world. This concern explains
the reiterated insistence of the European Commission and the OECD regarding the reforms that governments
should undertake. In this paper, reference is made to two of these reforms: prolonging of working life and a greater
participation of women in the labour market.

RIASSUNTO

«Sostenibilità della protezione sociale, prolungamento della vita lavorativa e maggiore inserimento delle donne
nel mercato del lavoro ». Uno dei più grandi problemi delle società europee è rappresentato dal sostegno finanziario
dei sistemi di protezione sociale in Europa. Con il Giappone, il continente europeo ha i più alti livelli di popo-
lazione anziana nel mondo. Questo problema spiega l ’insistenza ripetuta della Commissione europea e della
OECD sulle misure di protezione che i governi dovrebbero mettere in atto. Lo studio prende in esame due di queste
riforme: il prolungamento della vita lavorativa e il maggiore inserimento delle donne nel mercato del lavoro.
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LLaa MMeeddiicciinnaa ddeell LLaavvoorroo

The issue of this paper is rooted in the dramatic
crisis currently affecting the social protection sys-
tems in Europe. The globalisation produced by the
economy and communication technologies, togeth-
er with the fierce competition from rapidly devel-
oping countries and the important processes of de-
localisation are all factors which are weighing
down on the competitiveness of European growth
and questioning the soaring costs of social safe-
guards.

In addition, European countries, along with
Japan, have the highest levels of ageing population
in the world. The baby boom generation will be
reaching retirement age in the near future and the
low levels of fertility – 1.46% in 2002 and in EU-
25 – neither manage to counterbalance its effects
nor offer an adequate population structure with ap-
propriate age brackets. The OECD estimates that
the labour force supply in EUmember countries
could grow around 5% over the period 2000-2025,
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