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Cardiopatie da agenti chimici e fisicli
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SUMMARY

«Cardiovascular disease due to chemical and physical agents». Background: Occupational cardiovascular diseases
do not possess any specific clinical and physiopathogenetic features. Objectives: The paper summarizes the results of
the most recent studies on chemical and physical cardiovascular risks, and assesses the current degree of risk for occu-
pational cardiovascular disease. Methods: Scientific literature and medline databases on this topic were carefully
considered. Results and Conclusion: The scientific literature often provides interesting information on the car-
diotoxicity of chemical and physical agents in workplaces; however, a large amount of data refers to high-dose expo-
sures. On the contrary, nowadays exposure conditions have progressively improved and toxic concentrations in air
in most cases are below the environmental threshold limit values. In workplaces multiple exposures to different car-
diovascular risks, both occupational and non-occupational, are often present simultaneously and these cardiovascular
diseases have not been adequately studied in comparison to other occupational organic and systemic diseases. More-
over, possible interferences between occupational cardiotoxic substances and cardiological therapy are still poorly in-
vestigated, even though such situations frequently occur.
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